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In the Claims 



1 . (currently amended) A method for isolating a pjurisgjgnt nr multiootent spore-like cell 
from a biological tissue or cell containing fluid, the method comprising (a) obtaining a 
tissue or eel] containing fluid t hat has boon oxpoood and exposing it to an enviionment in 
which differentiated or partially differentiated cells in the tissue or fluid di e, wherein foe 
^virnnm^nt jndudgg one or more c onditi on s selecte d from t h e group consisting of 
t^p^tnrs of 42 ^. or greater, freezing non-physjolofrical salt conc^tratiQ^ essential 
abse nce of oxvg*n for at least fo u r hours. 5 ize separation and passapin? in cell cu^ 
wmfl nt with *™<* or base, radiation and drying and 

(b) separating the viable spore-like cells from the dead differentiated or partially 
differentiated cells flinthavo died . 

2. (currently amended) Hie method of claim 1, further comprising disrupting the tissue 
or fluid either before or after step (a) a na* separating the viable spore , -lftg cell from the 
flead differen tial ^ or parti a lly differentiated cells by size separation . 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein diorupting the tissue or fluid 
Lompri-cc uutt mst hct Hw i ntn pieces; r^nftthntir,^ 

puling tho tiosu u u i fluid through a soricc of device* having progroco i vdy n r ^ p 
nrrrtv — i ^re-like cell fails to demonstrate activity in a microterra^lium 

assay . 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 3, whoroin th e devices arc pipettes 1 
wWin the snor*-^* SSlls cont ain b etwee n approx imately 50 and 90% by volume 
nuclear material 
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5. (currently amended) The method of claim 4y whoroin the smallest pipctto hog an inn e* 
ten 1 wherein the f fl ™re.like cells have a diameter of approximately 1 5 microns pxle§$. 

6. (currently amended) Hie method of claim I wherein the gppre-like cells hayea 
di ameter of bet^n 0.1 and 3 .0 micTOP$ d eviccB arc filt e rs . 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim j, wherein the tissue ot fluid is treated with 
gait, urirt nr base and the snore-like cells isol ated 6 , whoroin tho finoot ffltn r has a poro 
bijs/o of gpproirimatoly IS microns. 

8. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the biological tissue comprises a tissue that 
originates from the endoderm. 

9. (origmal) The method of claim 1 , wherein the biological tissue comprises a tissue that 
originates from the mesoderm. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the biological tissue comprises a tissue 
that originates from the ectoderm. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the biological fluid comprises blood, 
urine, or saliva. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the biological fluid is cerebrospinal fluid, 

13. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the environment is an oxygen-poor 
environment. 

1 4. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the environment is one in which the 
temperature is above or below the range of temperatures in which differentiated or 
partially differentiated cells can survive. 

15. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the environment contains a toxin or 
infectious agent that lulls differentiated or partially differentiated cells. 
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16. (currently amended) A The method for isolating n spore lflco cell from a biological 
t issue or fluid, the method oompxioing obta inin g a tissue or fluid that has boon exposed to 
m env ir onmen t that k H^raa. C. or moro. or Odogrcc. C, or loss, placing the 
tissue or fluid in a tissue culture vessel, allowing the spoTC liko collo to adhoro to the 
v es s el m id rinsing b* ay non cp i w like cello, th e tissue or fluid having been exposed to 
dm environment without firat boing treated ivith a protootiv e agen t of claim 1 wherein the 
Atwirrmmer rt contains radiation or is dessicating. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 6 , further comprising disrupting th e fessae 
ui f luid cithe r hnf n rr n r nfW ^T nnir " tn t} " mvironmont 0f bQforQ Qr ^ P laoem e nt 4B 
thc ttewe &£tese ve ssel i further compr ising placing the cells into a matrix for 
irnjOantation in to a site for tissue Tepair - augmentat ion or regeneration. 

18. (currently amended) The method of claim H ^vhoroin disrupting tho tissue comprise* 
c utti ng tho ti„nr i int" r" r np i ""T^fl tnG ti3aUG t | Vith a blunt ^Q tnmicIlt » Qr Posing ^ e 
to uo or flu i d t h rmich a aeries B#4ev4ees having progressively smaller apertures farther 
nom prifrintt imnlar tin p the matrix into a site for tone repair, augmentation pj 
regeneration . 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 4 8 , wherein tho devices am pipette 1 
f yrther com prisin g culturinp the spore-like cells. 

20. (currently amended) Hie method of claim 1 1 , wherein thc smallest pipotto has on 
iu u u huic d i am n t o r nf ippirji f imntnl y 1 § tn irronn 1 8 fhrthnr rr ^ sin r implanting fee 
nutria into a tissue aglgctgd from th e group consisting of the visual system auditory 
syste m na§aj Bri t ain""- alimentary canal, pancreas;,, ^bladder, bladder, jflQjieY, liver, 
wt, r^mtorv s ystem nervous system, reproductive system, endocrine system, 
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immune system,, franc muscle tooth, nail and skin. 

21 . (currently amended) The method of claim IS, whoroin the d o viccs aro filters 17 
wh ere in Ae v™ 11 ™ is a hV^ 0 ^ ^- 

22. (currently amended) The method of claim 21, whoroin th e fmost filter hao a poro oize 
u f g p ui QJ Liinatnl y 1 § m inrn m 1 wWin the tissue is obtained from a tissue selects from 
fle ggarn rondcrtin^ of cq tdiac. smooth and skeletal mssfe intestine, bladder, kidney, 
liv^r, adrenal g^tid. skin, reti na, nasal ewthelium brain, spinal cord, periosteum, 
ppri^nndrium. ftscia. and pancreas. 

23. (currently amended) The method of claim 16, wh e reia - tho biological ticsuo or fluid 
e agiaates from rtr 1 wWin the snore-like cells are frozen after isolation . 

24. (currently amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the biological tisoug or rtad 
ui ig u i amu fiuui fee m r nndrrm 1 former com prising inducing the isolated spore-Mee cells 
to dif ferentiate . 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 6 , whorcin tho biologic tissue io a tissue 
Q iui u i it - iu -tlLii, fiom thr nn t nrlnrm 2] wherein the snore-like cells are introduced into a 
rfl!TTP ort structure. 

26. (currently amended) The method of claim whcroin th e biological fluid io blood, 
mi ne, o r :nliv a 1 7 wherein the matri x is * porous polymer mesh, suture, fllm or spo n ge . 

27. (currently amended) The method of claim I -14, wherein the biological fluid is 
cerebrospinal fluid. 

28. (cancelled) The method of claim 16, wherein the environment is O'C. or less and the 
protective agent is a cryopreservative. 
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29. (cancelled) The method of claim 16, wherein the tissue or fluid is intentionally 
exposed to the environment. 
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